Pacific DXpeditions Analysis

by Luis IV3PRK

VK9LL - Lord Howe is. by Tomas, VK2CCC - Sept. 2013

Lord Howe Is. is not an uninhabitable and unreachable reef but is a beautiful holiday location with a
regular airline connection, where a lot of DX operations took place over the years and is not on the most wanted
DXCC lists. Anyway, VKIL is highly needed on 160 meters in Europe because there had never been a big or low-
band dedicated Dxpedition, like on all the other VK9 islands.

The Lord Howe Island Group is recorded by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site of global natural
significance and thus has a range of problems - since this is some sort of nature reserve area - no camping /
portable operation is allowed. Which means that there is no good operating position near the water, just in the
town (RFI, no space for RX antennas etc.). The best tourist hotel is surrounded by mountains (800 m.) in the most
desired northern directions.

Tomas, VK2CCC, loves 160 meters and made a lot of experience with low power DXpeditions in South
Pacific islands, and already been in VK9L. We managed to work his 100 watts from Vanuatu as YJOCCC in 2009.
But 2009 has been a “magic year” on Topband...quite far from the 2013 propagation!

All the story, details and pictures can be found on the QRZ.com VK9LL page. Tomas just wrote a great
report “VKILL story 2013” with a lot of technical information, related links and nice pictures downloadable
here. We knew his 160m. dedication and big effort, but we couldn’t know how much experience, preparation
and technical skill is behind his DXpeditions. This document is a must to read for serious low-band DXing !

Tomas sent me his VKILL 160 m. log VKILL Sept. 2013 - Daily 160 meter QSO's

showing all the 359 QSO’s made in 6 days of
Topband activity, divided by continent in this
graphic. Awesome: more than half were with
Europe, the farthest one! And he wrote me: « What

I find difficult to understand is that W6 which I had ONA: 54
open horizon to, only a few gsos have been logged». ;ig 189;
So, I took into consideration all the QSO’s, not only moc: 32

Europe as usual, and the following is a worldwide
DXAtlas map with marked the squares worked.

23-Sep 24-Sep 25-Sep 26-Sep 27-Sep 28-Sep

I also added the coloured stick pins with the following code for the number of stations worked in that
square: azure = 5 or more; green = 10 or more; blue = 15 or more; red = 30 or more.



Top crowded squares are PM (Japan) and KO (Eastern Europe) both with 50 QSOs, followed by JN
(Central Europe) with 32 stations. In North America the top square is EM (8 stations) followed by DM (7), DN
and FN (both 5). That’s difficult to explain: the path to NA is 11-14.000 km through an open horizon, while the
path to EU is 16-17.000 km beyond the surrounding mountains!
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Going further in detail, this is the North America map with the single grid squares worked. Unlike
for Europe, there is no grid square — even the most populated — which reached at least three stations worked, so
no need to add colored pins. Out of the picture is Alaska, with two grid squares worked, and Eastern Canada with
the furthest VY2ZM in FN86...well done Jeft!
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This is the familiar map for Europe, where I added the coloured stick pins with the following code for the number
of stations worked in that grid square : azure = 3 or more; green = 5 or more; blue = 7 or more; red = 10 or more. (I
kept the same pin codes and scale to compare with the previous DXpeditions maps).



IR | T
IP75 | IP85 | IP95 JJPOS | JPIS | JP25 | JP35 | JP45 | JPSS |UP65 | JPT5 | JPSS I JP35 I KP05 | KP5'| KP25 | KP3! P457| KP55 | KP65 | KP75 | KP85 | KPS5JLP0S | LP15 | LP25 | LP35 | LP45 | LP5SS
IP74 | IP84 | IPS4 P04 | JPI4 | JP24 | JP34 | JP44 | JPS$ | JPE4 | JPT4 Jpsg‘ JP34 Il KP4 |-KP24 | KP34 | KP44 [ KP54 | KP64 | KP74 | KP84 [ KPS JTLPO4 | LP14 | LP24 [LP34 | LP44|(P54

IP73 | IP83 | IPS3 | JPO3 | JPI3 | JP23 | JP33 P43 JUP53 |'UPE3 | JPT3 JP33 LPOYAIEP13 | LP23 | LP33 [LP43 |LPS3
py IP72 | IP82 | IPS2 JUP02 | JP12 | JP22_LdP32" | JP42 | JPS2 | JPE2 JPT‘S " JP92 LP02 | LP12 |LP22 | LP32 |{P42 | LP52
P71 P81 P31 [ uror | ot [ ur2i-| upar | upst [ uPst [upst | uPTt | uPSH | uPat LPO1 | LP1 | LP21 | LP31 | LP41 | LP51
IP70 | IP80 05-‘33 JPOO | JP10 | JP2B: | JP30 | JP40 | JPSO ﬁ& JPT0 | UPS0-|-JP30 LE00 | LP10 | LP20 | LP30 | LP40 | LP50
1079 | 1083 | 1093 JJO03 | JOI13 | JOZ3:400O39 | JO43 | JOS53<| JOBS | JO79. [SMIRY %9 LO03 [ LO13 | LO23 | LO33 | LO43 /| LOSS
107611068 | 1098 | JO0S | JOI8 | JO28~|.J038 |JO48 | JOSE. | JGRRs | EEE | 9088 | J093
1077711087 1097 | JOO07 | JOI7 | JO27 | JO37 | JO47 [ JO57 | JOE7 m; JOg7 m
“4o0re 1036 | JO06 | JOI6 | JO26 | JO36 [JO4H2[JO56 | JOBE | JO7E | JOS6 | JOB
L 1075 | 10855[ 1095 | JO05 | JOI5 | JO25 |JO35 |JO455| JO55 |41085-| VO75 | JOSS | JOI5

Koss | KOs
T %Kom [
[[3074Gbioss | 1094 Juoos |uome [uo2s [uoas [J0es Joss: | Jo74 | Josgal Joss Kouapkoss | koss | 1886 | Low
1073 | [EEHN | 1033 fJ003 | Jons | J023-|-J033" [043-| Joss | 4063 Jonﬁ

Kog | gonlxos? koss J1o03 [0
1072 | &2 | 1092 | J0O02;| JO12 | JORA| JO32 | JO42a] JO52 KO: K032 | KO4EYK052 | KO82-| KO72 KO3 LDDE TOIZ
1071 {1081 | 1091_| 4001 4021_[; 4031 ﬂ“‘:om [ vost | Jom Jos1 | 49| Ko | karwr geg [ kot | Kosglpmest "Rt Lot
p4000 {-KO10.{"KO20 | KO30 m KOBo KO30 JLO0O | LO10

1008 | LOWUAB2s | Lo | Losdpthss

1070 oso | 1Gs0 | ool | Jaio- | S [ 4080

IN73 INSS@ N33 Fdn03 | Jn1S | Jn2e- | 3 1 K19 | Kn2g I_KM i ENES < LNO03 | LNIS
N7 | INgE g | Jn1g | Jn2g 3 i Qe URSXERNSE | KI5S LNO8 |-LN18
IN77 | INg87: «‘J_Nﬂ JN27 J 4 i NVD KN27 W ERZI47 | T Kna7 LI17-
n7e | mss [-nygs Jonos | onte | nze b | U6 G| Vs | QUG | KNIE | KNGBG|. KN36 | ERSE KNEE | KNZ6 | KNae *{ KN3s ILNOS LIIE
IN7S | N85S | INSS JJNOS | JNIS | JN25 JI JNS .-‘ i K K15 | KN2E- i35 mﬂﬁ' KNSS | KNES IU‘N?S KINES, | KNS LNI?I 5 | LN35 | LN45 | LNSS
IN74 | N4 | INS4 § UNO4 | JNI4 | JN24 | JN34 JINT4 | JNSED JNSE Kl\%' K4 24 'mi!l KR44 | KN54 | KNGS KNS4 | KN4 m LN24 | LN34 | LN44 | LS4
73|z [anes fonoz [ annafunes | ans3 | JN73[UNSS | JhD3 | KO3 KNI?JKN33 KN43 | KN53 [ KNB3 | KN73 | KN83 | KNS Lmﬁ’xt\l 33 | LN43 | LN53

"y INS2 -| INS2 JNOE‘“;JN‘Z JN22 | JN32 | NI | JNS2 e |-JIn72 L TNSZ [ Ing2 Faeu02 KNIZMKN:}Z KN42 | KN52 | KNE2 | KN72 | KNS2 | KNS2 | LNO2, LG LM22;| LN32 | LN42 | LNS2
Il R i T I I e I Y e e T A e el I I el e T e e e e
70| N0 | 1990 | oo | Jnio | nzo | o |rug. | Jnso | Jnieo | SRe | dtisa | anise baaaoo | Ybho:] e | knvo-) R0 KNSGr ARG l6 | knigo | kniso | Lewoo | oo | Lk | Lao™Lrsd *0gnso
IM79 EP#489 | IM39 (| Un03 Jﬁl’l—g' JM29 | JM39 | BABS | JMSS JMSIg JM7EPIMES | JMIS | Kna29 FKM3ITRRM4S | KMSS | KMES | KM79. | KMSS [{x 7Y ) LFas LM2-$\1M39 LM43 | LMS5S
1M76 | waga | AR [UM08 | Jiiie | JM2e | JM38 | JMsE | JMISE |68 | T Jiss | JMISE K8 | ka8 | Kies | KBS | Kiies | Knaze | kmiss | Knage [Lmos | Lt [LMzs | LMI38 [ L3 | LvisE

IMﬁq IM87 [ Ik97 | JMO7 JM],{M JM27 [ JM3T [ JMET | JMST 7 :J'I\ﬁTTJ JMBT | JMS7 | KMOT W K&g’ KMB7 | Knd qKM57 KMS’ﬁMT? KM87 | KMS7 JLMO7 [ LEMZ_ | LI27 [LM37 | LM37-{LM57
% IMBE | IM3E_ | JMIOE | JMIE | JM2E Jm JVHE | JMEE | JMIEE MS JM3E [ JM36 | KMOE | KIAME | KM26.| KM3B ISHBME | KMSE KMSGIKM?B KMSE | KMIE | LMOS-| LMIE | LM26 |LM36 |LM46 | LMSE
FFimare Tmaor T mace Kmans | mase | mase | wase Dimass | woms | 0% | inaze | waos | macs §unans | unamduvraen] vnson | vnass | vaars | vaacs Lonazailvaaor |unsor Binank | inam T1aaom 15 naok 1inass 11nacs

160 m. conditions with Europe have been better than expected, for this season, and we must be grateful
to Tomas for his dedication and great effort. He has been calling CQ for long periods without any contact, but he
never gave up until his sunrise. I guess propagation has been mostly by “ducting mode” and you had just to be
lucky waiting for your spotlight, i.e. a hole to let you enter in the duct. Some areas have been completely left out,
in West and South Europe, and in the Balkans, where are the best equipped stations for 160m DXing, usually very
successful with the Pacific.

There have been some rare exceptions, like a French station in JNO8 worked as the first European on the
first day, and nobody else but ON4WW in continental West Europe. Only three British stations worked, and two
of them were the last ones in different days. Down, in southern Europe, the same SV1 station was worked three
times in three different days! In Italy the best equipped and operated station in 14 call area never heard VKILL,
while he has been for long time heard and easily worked near Milan and in the 12 call area. But the most
enlightening case of spotlight propagation concerned Poland with 9 (nine) SP3 stations worked... while not a
single SP2, SP4 or SP5...only SP3’s!
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Number of @QS0's with Zone 14 = 31
Number of @S0's with Zone 15 = 56
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