
Francesca Righetti, PhD
email: francesca.righetti.philo@gmail.com

Current Position
Present Postdoctoral Researcher, Center for Philosophy of Memory (CPM, Université Greno-

ble Alpes)

Education
2021 - 2024 PhD in Philosophy, Ruhr University Bochum (RUB)

Dissertation: Embodied remembering: exploring the subject in episodic recollection.
Supervisors: Prof. Dr. Markus Werning; Prof. Dr. Dr. Thomas Fuchs.
Reviewers: Prof. Dr. Markus Werning; Prof. Dr. John Sutton.
Final grade: Summa cum laude

2015 - 2018 Masters degree in Philosophy, University of Catania
Thesis: Aesthetics of non-identity: between negativity and dissonance in
Theodor W. Adorno.
Final grade: 110/110 cum laude

2011 - 2015 Bachelor degree in Philosophy, University of Catania
Thesis: Richard Rorty, language and social reality.

Research Experience
2024 - 2025 Research Associate, Ruhr University Bochum (RUB)

Research on the phenomenological implications on the current debate in the philosophy of
memory across memory accuracy, collective memory, and self-consciousness.
Host: Markus Werning

Apr 2025 Research Fellowship, ERC Project Who are We?, Center for the Subjectivity Research
Research project on the role of place memories in social groups.
Host: Dan Zahavi

Feb - May 2023 Research Stay, Institute of Advanced Studies and Jean Nicod Institute
Research on memory, places, and disorientation.
Supervisor: John Sutton

2019 - 2020 Phenomenological Methodology Self-Training Year
Micro-phenomenology Workshop: Heidelberg University Hospital, 17 Feb 2020.
Phenomenology and Health Care Workshop: Oxford University, 2-4 Oct 2019.
Phenomenology and Philosophy of Mind Summer School 2019: University of
Copenhagen, 12-16 Aug 2019.

2018 - 2019 Research Internship, Husserl Archive, Albert-Ludwigs-University Freiburg
Research on Husserl’s genetic phenomenology: on attention and the pre-reflective
consciousness.
Supervisor: Fausto Fraisopi

Feb- Jul 2017 Visiting Erasmus Semester, University of Warsaw
Thesis research on the notion of listening decline in Adorno and Rosing.

Publications
Refereed Journal Articles

1. Righetti, F., Fayyaz, Z., Wiskott, L., Werning, M., From Minimal Traces to Scenarios of
the Past: A Neuro-Computational Model on Regaining Categoricity and Composition-
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ality in Remembering. Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society,
accepted.

2. Fayyaz, Z., Righetti, F., Wiskott, L., Werning, M., Remembering without (representa-
tional) memory: A neuro-computational study on regaining categoricity and composi-
tionality from minimal traces. Philosophical Psychology, accepted.

3. Righetti, F., Re-enactment and embodied resonance in episodic memory: reconciling
phenomenological approaches and constructive theories. Phenomenology and Cognitive
sciences, 2024. DOI: 10.1007/s11097-024-10026-7

4. Righetti, F., The pre-reflective roots of the madeleine-memory: a phenomenological
perspective, Phenomenology and Cognitive sciences, 22, 479–499, 2023, DOI: 10.1007/s11097-
021-09774-7.

Commentary articles

5. Righetti, F., A metaphysics of processes for the sciences and philosophy of memory.
Giornale italiano di psicologia, 52, forthcoming. (Commentary on Ianì, F. (2025). ”What
metaphysics for psychology? From substances to processes”)

Book Reviews

6. Righetti, F., Review of Stefano Micali: Tra l’Altro e Se Stessi. Phenomenological Reviews,
2022. https://reviews.ophen.org/2022/04/27/stefano-micali-tra-laltro-e-se-stessi/
?lang=it

Papers in Progress
1. Righetti, F., and Werning, M., Situating Trace Minimalism: the role of protentional

intentionality in episodic memory, under major revisions.

2. Righetti, F., and Perroy, B., Temporal Disorientation in Episodic Memory: Navigating
the Construction Process, under review.

3. Righetti, F., Review of Gregory, D. and Michaelian, K., Dreaming and Memory: Philo-
sophical Issues, Springer, 2024, under review.

Teaching experience
1. Lecturer and Course Organizer:

SoSe ’23-’24 Embodied Mind and Subjectivity, RUB. Philosophy and Cognitive Sci-
ences. Seminar for Bachelor and Master students.

WiSe ’23-’24 Introduction to Husserl’s Phenomenology, RUB. Philosophy and Cog-
nitive Sciences. Seminar for Bachelor and Master students.

SoSe ’22-’23 Memory and Experience, RUB. Philosophy and Cognitive Sciences. Sem-
inar for Master students. Co-taught with Markus Werning, James Open-
shaw and Sofiia Rappe

WiSe ’22-’23 Memory and Imagination, RUB. Philosophy and Cognitive Sciences.
Seminar for Master students. Co-taught with Markus Werning.

WiSe ’21-’22 The Philosophy of Memory: Historical, Phenomenological and Ana-
lytical Perspectives, RUB. Philosophy and Cognitive Sciences. Seminar
for Master students. Co-taught with Markus Werning.

2. Supervisor:
WiSe ’23-’24 BA Thesis on the Phenomenology of Aphantasia: RUB. Student: Simon

Goeke

WiSe ’22-’23 MSc Student Internship on the Philosophy of Memory, P3-FOR2812 Con-
structing scenarios of the past: RUB. Student: Moritz Modler.
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Presentations *= Selected via peer-reviewed submission. °= Invited
1. ”Autonoetic Consciousness through Subjective Descriptions: a Phenomenological Frame-

work.” Bochum-Grenoble-Taipei Memory Colloquium, 24 June 2025.°

2. ”Collective commemoration in place disruptions.” Generative Episodic Memory Con-
ference 2025, 4 June 2025.*

3. ”Collective commemoration in place disruptions.” Issues in the Philosophy of Memory
4.5; Commentator: Tony Chemero, 23 May 2025.*

4. ”Collective commemoration in place disruptions.” Collective Memory and Intersubjec-
tivity Workshop. Center for Subjectivity Research, University of Copenhagen, 24 April
2025.*

5. ”Towards a phenomenological framework of autonoetic consciousness.” Research Sem-
inar, Center for Subjectivity Research, University of Copenhagen. 08 April 2025.

6. ”Situated accuracy in remembering experiences: phenomenological perspectives”. Ac-
curacy in Perception and Memory 2 - Online Workshop, Federal University of Goiás, 26
March 2025.°

7. ”Re-enactment and Embodied Resonance in Episodic Memory: Reconciling Phenomeno-
logical and Cognitive Perspectives”. 7th Philosophy of Language and Mind Network
Conference, Charles University, Prague, 26 August 2024.*

8. ”Re-enactment and Embodied Resonance in Episodic Memory: Reconciling Phenomeno-
logical and Cognitive Perspectives”. Copenhagen Summer School in Phenomenology
and the Philosophy of Mind, University of Copenhagen, 13 August 2024.*

9. ”Embodied resonance in episodic memory”. PhD Colloquium “Phenomenology and
Psychotherapy”, Heidelberg University Hospital, 11 July 2023.

10. ”Situating Trace Minimalism: the role of protentional intentionality in episodic mem-
ory”. SoPhA Early Career Conference, Université Grenoble Alpes, 30 June 2023.*

11. ”Embodied resonance in episodic memory”. Generative Episodic Memory conference
(GEM), RUB, 12-14 June 2023.*

12. ”Embodied resonance in episodic memory”. Memory and Consciousness Workshop:
Philosophical and Phenomenological Perspectives, Jean Nicod Institute, 15 May 2023.

13. ”Embodied resonance in episodic memory”. Internal Seminar, Université Grenoble
Alpes, 24 April 2023.

14. ”Embodied resonance in episodic memory”. Bochum-Cologne Memory Workshop, Uni-
versity of Cologne, 22 April 2023. °

15. Commentary talk to: ”Husserl’s Foundationalism Revisited” by Wenjing Cai. Taiwan
Mind and Perception Conference, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (online), 17
April 2023.°

16. ”Situating Trace Minimalism: the role of protentional intentionality in episodic mem-
ory”. FOR2812 Colloquium, RUB, 21 October 2022.

17. ”Embodied resonance in vicarious memory”. GAP.11 – Satellite Workshop Memory and
Imagination: Varieties of (Dis)Continuism, Humboldt-University Berlin, 16 Sept 2022.*

18. ”What determines the representational content in remembering?”. Grenoble-Bochum
Workshop, Centre for Philosophy of Memory, Université Grenoble Alpes, 11 June 2022.

19. ”A phenomenological investigation of embodied remembering”. 4E Cognition and
Memory Workshop, RUB (online), 25 May 2022.*
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20. ”Enacting remembering: from lived experience in schizophrenia to cognitive model”
with Anco Peeters. Remembering: phenomenology and analytic approaches, Université
Grenoble Alpes, 2 Dec 2021.

Poster Presentations
1. Righetti, F. and Werning, M., ”Situating Trace Minimalism: the role of protentional

intentionality in episodic memory”:- 1. Berlin-Bochum Memory Symposium, Humboldt-
Universität Berlin, 20 Mar 2023;- 2. GEM2023 conference, RUB, 12-14 Jun 2023

2. Righetti, F. and Werning, M., ”What determines the representational content in episodic
memory?”:- Berlin-Bochum Memory Symposium, Humboldt-University Berlin, 11 Mar
2022.

3. Righetti, F. and Werning, M., ”Minimal Traces in Episodic Memory. A case study: the
madeleine-memory”:- 1. GEM2021 conference, RUB, 17 Feb 2021;- 2. Berlin-Bochum Mem-
ory Symposium, Humboldt-University Berlin, 5 Mar 2021.

Event Organization
26-27 Sep 2024 Co-organizer of the Workshop ”Sense of Reality: Reality Monitoring in

Perception and Cognition”: Jean Nicod Institute
Invited speakers: Ophelia Deroy; Nadine Dijkstra; Jérôme Dokic; Christoph Hoerl;
Denis Perrin.
Co-organizers: Lucas Battich, Sofiia Rappe.

5 Sep 2024 Lead organizer of the Workshop ”Memory, Places, and Navigation: In-
terdisciplinary Perspectives”: RUB
Speakers: Nikolai Axmacher, Sen Cheng, Kristina Liefke, Jonathan Najenson, John
Sutton, Markus Werning.
Co-organizers: Sofia Pedrini, Markus Werning.

Jul 2022 - Jan
2024

Co-organizer of the Bochum-Grenoble Memory Colloquium: RUB and
Université Grenoble Alpes
Planning and organising a series of talks on the philosophy of memory.
Co-organizers: Nikola Andonovski, Kourken Michaelian, Markus Werning.

15 May 2023 Lead organizer of the Workshop ”Memory and Consciousness: Philo-
sophical and Phenomenological Perspectives”: Jean Nicod Institute
Invited speakers: Dorothee Legrand, Michel Bitbol, and Markus Werning.
Co-organizers: Jerome Dokic, Valeria Giardino, John Sutton.

Journal Club Organisation
Feb - May 2023 Organizer of the journal club ”Memory and Places”: Jean Nicod Institute

Planning and organizing a reading group on the philosophy of memory and the
role of affordance, places, landscapes, and social groups in memory.

Apr - Jul 2022 Coordinator of the interdisciplinary journal club FOR2812: RUB
Planning and organizing a reading group on memory research and interdisci-
plinary methodology of computational neuroscience, psychology and philosophy.

Peer Reviewing
1. Conferences: Generative Episodic Memory 2023 conference, Cognitive Science Soci-

ety Conference 2024, 2nd Annual Web Conference of the International Society for the
Philosophy of the Sciences of the Mind, RTG Spring School 2025, Generative Episodic
Memory 2025 conference, Cognitive Science Society Conference 2025.

2. Journals: Asian Journal of Philosophy, Constructivist Foundations, Phenomenology and the
Cognitive Sciences.
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Other Professional Service
October 2019 Assistant in the editing work of the book Fraisopi, F. (eds.), Mathesis, Grund,

Vernunft, Baden-Baden: Ergon, 2019.
Editor: Fausto Fraisopi

Relevant Non-Academic Activities
Jan - Apr 2018 Internship at the Italian Cultural Institute Oslo

As an intern, I collaborated in cultural politics and diplomatic activities, planning
and organising cultural events and social media promotion.
Director: Matteo Fazzi

Outreach and Public Philosophy
Jun 2025 Blog Post: Righetti, F., What does it mean to relive an experience through

remembering? The Memory Palace. https://thememorypalacephil.
substack.com/p/what-does-it-mean-to-relive-an-experience

16 Jun 2023 Assistant in the laboratory visits for philosophical and interdisciplinary
memory research for Masters students, Women in Memory Research - GEM
2023 conference: Lead Organizer: Vinita Samarasinghe. FOR2812 - RUB.

22-23 Sep 2022 Co-planner of one-week workshop on interdisciplinary memory re-
search for high-school students, FOR2812 Retreat 2022: RUB.

28 Apr 2022 - 27
Apr 2023

Lecturer on the Philosophy of Memory for high-school female students,
Girls Day: Humboldt Berlin University and RUB.

Fundings and Scholarships
2025 Visiting Fellowship. Agency: Center for the Subjectivity Research, Univer-

sity of Copenhagen. Funding: ca 4000€.
2023 Travel Bursary. Agency: SoPhA Early Career Conference, Université Greno-

ble Alpes. Funding: 500€.
2023 Fundings for Research Stay, Paris Institute of Advanced Studies and Jean

Nicod Institute. Agency: DFG, German Research Foundation, as part of
FOR2812. Funding: ca 5000€.

2018 Three Visiting Scholarships, the Husserl Archive, University of Freiburg.
Agencies: Erasmus+ indire, MIUR, and the University of Catania. Total
funding: ca 7700€.

2017 The Crui-Maeci-Miur scholarship for an internship at the IIC of Oslo.
Agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy. Total funding: 3600€.

2016 Three Visiting Scholarships, University of Warsaw. Agencies: Erasmus+
indire and E.R.S.U. (Regional Agency for Academic Studies), and the Uni-
versity of Catania. Total funding: ca 4500€.

2016 Scholarship for Excellence. Agency: E.R.S.U. (Regional Agency for Aca-
demic Studies). Total funding: ca 2600€.

2013 Scholarship for Excellence. Agency: E.R.S.U. (Regional Agency for Aca-
demic Studies). Total funding: ca 2600€.
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Further Education (Selection)
Mar 14th 2022 Women in science: Talk and Power – Who Gets Heard and Why:- RUB.

Speaker: Dr. Betty Boden.
Feb- May 2023 PRISM Colloquium:- Jean Nicod Institute. Series of philosophical talks

on perception, representation, imagination, space, and memory.
2021 - 2024 (Annual) Berlin-Bochum Memory Symposium, Humboldt-Universität

Berlin/RUB. Three-day conferences on scientific memory research.
Mar 2021- Sep 2024 FOR2812 Colloquium:- RUB. Series of talks on interdisciplinary memory

research.
Oct 2020 Writing in the Sciences Course: Online - Stanford University. Speaker:

Dr. Kristin Sainani
18-19 July 2019 Workshop: Husserl’s Phenomenology of Phantasy and Emotion:- Uni-

versity of Cologne.
May - Jul 2019 Colloquium Phaenomenologicum. Sommersemester 2019:- Albert-

Ludwigs-University Freiburg.
23-26 March 2017 Issues in Contemporary Phenomenology:- University of Warsaw.

Languages
English: Fluent (C1)
German: Good in reading and listening (B1)
Italian: Mothertongue

IT skills
ECDL: Full Certificate

Overleaf to write in LaTex: Good skills.

Referees
Professor Dr. Markus Werning
Chair of Philosophy of Language and Cognition. Ruhr University of Bochum, Department of
Philosophy II.
Email address: markus.werning@rub.de.

Professor Dr. John Sutton
Leverhulme International Professor, Director of the Centre for the Sciences of Place andMemory,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of Stirling.
Email address: john.sutton@stir.ac.uk

Junior Professor Dr. Kristina Liefke
Chair of Philosophy of Information and Communication. Ruhr University of Bochum, Depart-
ment of Philosophy II.
Email address: kristina.liefke@ruhr-uni-bochum.de.

Professor Dr. Kourken Michaelian
Director of the Centre de philosophie de la mémoire. Institut de philosophie de Grenoble,
Université Grenoble Alpes.
Email address: kourken.michaelian@univ-grenoble-alpes.fr.
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